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D the republicans the title meant everything. Admit Lords and you admit all," argued Ashley Doper. " I can suffer to be torn in pieces," cried aslerig, " I could endure that; but to betray the >erties of the people of England, that I cannot." The Republican leaders did not confine their op->sition to words. Some of them entered into com-unication with the malcontents in the city and the my. It was arranged that a petition should be esented, signed by ten thousand persons in Lon->n, demanding the limitation of the Protector's >wer over the army, and the recognition of the ouse of Commons as the supreme authority in the ition. In reply, the House was to vote an address serting both these principles, and if need be to ap->int Fairfax commander-in-chief instead of Crom-^11. The Republicans expected to be backed by irt of the army, for there were rumours of disaffec->n in the ranks. Soldiers had been heard to say at under pretence of liberty of conscience they had ;en fooled into betraying the civil liberties of their untry, and all to make one family great. And no-lere was the hostility to the new House of Lords ronger than amongst the officers of the Protector's vn regiment of horse.
The scheme came to Cromwell's ears, and the next orning he sent a sudden summons to both Houses meet him (February 4, 1658). He was Protector, ; told them, by virtue of the Petition and Advice. There is not a man living can say I sought it, no, >t a man nor woman treading upon English ground." tiey had petitioned and advised him to under-